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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1904.4 

Subpart C—Recordkeeping Forms 
and Recording Criteria 

NOTE TO SUBPART C: This subpart describes 
the work-related injuries and illnesses that 
an employer must enter into the OSHA 
records and explains the OSHA forms that 
employers must use to record work-related 
fatalities, injuries, and illnesses. 

§ 1904.4 Recording criteria. 

(a) Basic requirement. Each employer 
required by this part to keep records of 
fatalities, injuries, and illnesses must 
record each fatality, injury and illness 
that: 

(1) Is work-related; and 
(2) Is a new case; and 
(3) Meets one or more of the general 

recording criteria of § 1904.7 or the ap-
plication to specific cases of §§ 1904.8 
through 1904.12. 

(b) Implementation—(1) What sections 
of this rule describe recording criteria for 
recording work-related injuries and ill-
nesses? The table below indicates which 
sections of the rule address each topic. 

(i) Determination of work-related-
ness. See § 1904.5. 

(ii) Determination of a new case. See 
§ 1904.6. 

(iii) General recording criteria. See 
§ 1904.7. 

(iv) Additional criteria. (Needlestick 
and sharps injury cases, tuberculosis 
cases, hearing loss cases, medical re-
moval cases, and musculoskeletal dis-
order cases). See §§ 1904.8 through 
1904.12. 

(2) How do I decide whether a par-
ticular injury or illness is recordable? The 
decision tree for recording work-re-
lated injuries and illnesses below shows 
the steps involved in making this de-
termination. 
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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–16 Edition) § 1904.5 

§ 1904.5 Determination of work-relat-
edness. 

(a) Basic requirement. You must con-
sider an injury or illness to be work-re-
lated if an event or exposure in the 
work environment either caused or 
contributed to the resulting condition 
or significantly aggravated a pre-exist-
ing injury or illness. Work-relatedness 
is presumed for injuries and illnesses 
resulting from events or exposures oc-
curring in the work environment, un-
less an exception in § 1904.5(b)(2) spe-
cifically applies. 

(b) Implementation. (1) What is the 
‘‘work environment’’? OSHA defines 

the work environment as ‘‘the estab-
lishment and other locations where one 
or more employees are working or are 
present as a condition of their employ-
ment. The work environment includes 
not only physical locations, but also 
the equipment or materials used by the 
employee during the course of his or 
her work.’’ 

(2) Are there situations where an injury 
or illness occurs in the work environment 
and is not considered work-related? Yes, 
an injury or illness occurring in the 
work environment that falls under one 
of the following exceptions is not work- 
related, and therefore is not record-
able. 
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